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Course Descri ption. Senior social studies is two one-semester courses designed to give students a critical 
perspective on government and economics in the United States.  Students examine the foundations of the 
American political system; the role of public opinion, the media, political parties, interest groups, and the 
institutions of national government; and the development of public policy, civil rights, and civil liberties.  
Additionally, students will survey the basic concepts of economics and their application in the evaluation 
of public policy.  Explained are the choices made by individual consumers and producers in the market 
place and the affect of these choices on supply and demand.  Students examine the organization of 
individual business firms and markets, the role of government in market failure and taxation, and the 
issues and policies surrounding antitrust regulations, agriculture, income inequality and poverty, health 
care, and labor organizations.   
 
The economics course primarily is a course in social science, enriching students’ understanding of the 
operations and institutions of economic systems, rather than a course in household or business 
management or budgeting. Throughout this course, measurement concepts and methods will be 
introduced; for example, tables, charts, graphs, ratios, percentages, and index numbers. Behind every 
graph is an equation or set of equations that specifies a relationship among economic variables. Thus, to 
master the economic method, students must use graphs and understand, at the appropriate level, the 
mathematical equations they represent. 
 
The government course is specifically designed to prepare the student to successfully challenge the 
College Board Advanced Placement Examination in United States Government and Politics. Students 
enrolled in this course are required to take the A.P. examination in United States Government and Politics 
on Monday, May 4, 2009. 
 
Text:  Microeconomics; McConnell Brue; McGraw Hill; 17th edition. 
 American Government Brief Version, Wilson, James Q.; Houghton Mifflin; 8th Edition. 

Company, 2008. 
 
Units of I nstr uction 
1.  Summer Reading 
2.  Introduction to Economics and the Economy 

• Limits, Alternatives, and Choices 
• The Market System and the Circular Flow 
• Demand, Supply, and Market Equilibrium 
• The U.S. Economy: Private and Public Sectors 
• The United States in the Global Economy 

3.  Macroeconomic Measurement and Basic Concepts 
• Measuring Domestic Output and National Income 
• Introduction to Economic Growth and Instability 
• Basic Macroeconomic Relationships 

4.  Microeconomics of Product Markets 
• Extensions of Demand and Supply Analysis 
• Consumer Behavior and Utility Maximization 
• The Costs of Production 

5.  Microeconomics of Government 
• Government and Market Failure 
• Public Choice Theory and the Economics of Taxation 

6.  Microeconomics Issues and Policies 
• Antitrust Policy and Regulation 
• Agriculture: Economics and Policy 
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• Income Inequality and Poverty 
• The Economics of Health Care 
• Labor Market Institutions and Issues: Unionism, Discrimination, Immigration 

7.  Constitutional Underpinnings of the United States Government 
• What We Should Know About American Government 
• The Constitution 
• Federalism 

8.  Public Opinion and the Media 
• Public Opinion and the Media 

9.  Political Parties and Interest Groups 
• Political Parties and Interest Groups 
• Campaigns and Elections 

10. Institutions of National Government: Congress, The Presidency, The Bureaucracy, and the Federal Courts 
• Congress 
• The Presidency 
• The Bureaucracy 
• The Judiciary 

11. Public Policy 
• Making Domestic Policy 
• Making Foreign and Military Policy 

12. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 
• Civil Liberties 
• Civil Rights 

 
Student Outcomes. For a comprehensive description of student outcomes, please see the student 
outcomes link on the course web page. 
 
Economics 
CA Econ 12.1: Students understand common economic terms and concepts and economic reasoning.  
CA Econ 12.2: Students analyze the elements of America’s market economy in a global setting.  
CA Econ 12.3: Students analyze the influence of the federal government on the American economy.  
CA Econ 12.4: Students analyze the elements of the U.S. labor market in a global setting.  
CA Econ 12.5: Students analyze the aggregate economic behavior of the U.S. economy.  
CA Econ 12.6: Students analyze issues of international trade and explain how the U.S. economy affects, and is affected by, 
economic forces beyond the United States’s borders.  
 
Government 
CA GovÕt 12.1: Students explain the fundamental principles and moral values of American democracy as expressed in the U.S. 
Constitution and other essential documents of American democracy.  
CA GovÕt 12.2: Students evaluate and take and defend positions on the scope and limits of rights and obligations as democratic 
citizens, the relationships among them, and how they are secured.  
CA GovÕt 12.3: Students evaluate and take and defend positions on what the fundamental values and principles of civil society 
are (i.e., the autonomous sphere of voluntary personal, social, and economic relations that are not part of government), their 
interdependence, and the meaning and importance of those values and principles for a free society.  
CA GovÕt 12.4: Students analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government as established by the 
U.S. Constitution.  
CA GovÕt 12.5: Students summarize landmark U.S. Supreme Court interpretations of the Constitution and its amendments.  
CA GovÕt 12.6: Students evaluate issues regarding campaigns for national, state, and local elective offices.  
CA GovÕt 12.7: Students analyze and compare the powers and procedures of the national, state, tribal, and local governments.  
CA GovÕt 12.8: Students evaluate and take and defend positions on the influence of the media on American political life.  
CA GovÕt 12.9: Students analyze the origins, characteristics, and development of different political systems across time, with 
emphasis on the quest for political democracy, its advances, and its obstacles.  
CA GovÕt 12.10: Students formulate questions about and defend their analyses of tensions within our constitutional democracy 
and the importance of maintaining a balance between the following concepts: majority rule and individual rights; liberty and 
equality; state and national authority in a federal system; civil disobedience and the rule of law; freedom of the press and the right 



Mr. Scott Corner 
Economics (H)/U.S. Government &  Polit ics (AP) 
Palma High School 
Fall 2008/Spr ing 2009 
 
to a fair trial; the relationship of religion and government.  
 
Social Science 
CA Chronological and Spatial Thinking 1: Students compare the present with the past, evaluating the consequences of past 
events and decisions and determining the lessons that were learned. 
CA Chronological and Spatial Thinking 2: Students analyze how change happens at different rates at different times; 
understand that some aspects can change while others remain the same; and understand that change is complicated and affects not 
only technology and politics but also values and beliefs. 
CA Chronological and Spatial Thinking 3: Students use a variety of maps and documents to interpret human movement, 
including major patterns of domestic and international migration, changing environmental preferences and settlement patterns, 
the frictions that develop between population groups, and the diffusion of ideas, technological innovations, and goods. 
 
CA Histor ical Research, Evidence, and Point of View 1: Students show the connections, causal and otherwise, between 
particular historical events and larger social, economic, and political trends and developments. 
CA Histor ical Research, Evidence, and Point of View 4: Students construct and test hypotheses; collect, evaluate, and employ 
information from multiple primary and secondary sources; and apply it in oral and written presentations. 
 
CA Histor ical Interpretation 6: Students conduct cost-benefit analyses and apply basic economic indicators to analyze the 
aggregate economic behavior of the U.S. economy.  
 
Evaluation.  This course adheres to Palma’s official grading criteria (Student & Parent Handbook, page 
9).  Students enrolled in Economics (H) and Government (AP) will be awarded extra points in grade point 
average computations.  Semester grades will be determined and credit awarded based on the following. 

  B+ (87-89) C+ (77-79) D+ (67-69) 
A (93-100) B (83-86) C (73-76) D (63-66) 
A- (90-92) B- (80-82) C- (70-72) D- (60-62) F (below 60) 

 
Grades.  Assignments in this course are “weighted” as follows:  

• Important Grades (70%) .  “Important” grades are summative in nature and designed to measure students’ 
accomplishment of expected course outcomes.  They would include essays, multiple choice tests, projects, 
and/or presentations.  

• Student Binder (30%) . The student is required to maintain a binder containing all “small” assignments.  
“Smaller” assignments are formative in nature, designed to assist students in meeting the expected 
outcomes of the course.  They would include bell work, class notes, homework assignments, quizzes, class 
activities, and all returned assignments.  The binder will be evaluated on an ongoing basis and collected at 
least twice each quarter with credit being awarded based on completeness, organization, and neatness. 

 
Semester Grades.  The first quarter grade (40%) and the second quarter grade (40%) are combined with 
the final exam (20%) to determine the semester grade.  The final exam will be a cumulative exam of all 
units covered during the semester.  During the second semester, the final exam will be the last practice 
exam prior to the AP examination.  During the spring semester “final exams”, students will sit for a fourth 
quarter “important grade”. 
 
Online Grades.  I maintain an up-to-date school web page, which includes access to student grades.  In 
your confirmation of receipt of the course description, please provide me with a six to eight digit 
password so that you may access your son’s grade online. 
 
Review Materials.  During the third quarter, students will be required to purchase a teacher selected 
study guide for the AP Government exam. 
 



Mr. Scott Corner 
Economics (H)/U.S. Government &  Polit ics (AP) 
Palma High School 
Fall 2008/Spr ing 2009 
 
Internet Access.  Students will require Internet access and access to a form of email.  A significant 
amount of information, materials, and assignments will be available through my school web page.  If 
students do not have Internet access at home, it is available at the school library. 
 
Timeliness. Personal responsibility is important for success in life and must be practiced.  Late 
assignments will be reduced fifty percent (50%).  Students missing class will be expected to turn in 
assignments no later than the day following their return to class. 
 
Absences.  Students should maintain a healthy life style, wash their hands regularly, keep their hands 
away from their eyes and mouth, and make every effort to not miss school.  The classroom experience 
cannot be replicated through homework assignments.  That being said, students missing class should 
check my web page or contact a friend for the day’s reading and homework assignment and make a 
reasonable effort to complete the assignment prior to returning to class. 

• TESTS missed due to absence will be made up the day of return. TESTS NOT MADE UP WILL RECEIVE A ZERO.  
They will not be “omitted”. 

• Students missing school due to absence will submit ESSAYS via email on, or prior to, the day they are due. 
• PROJECTS/PRESENTATIONS will be submitted/made up on the first day back to school. 

 
Student Expectations.  Mr. Corner has the following expectations for all students: 

• To be prepared for class by completing all reading and homework assignments on a daily basis. 
• To do assignments completely and turn them in when they are due. 
• To pay attention in class and take complete and accurate notes. 
• To study and fully prepare for all tests and exams. 
• To give an honest effort in the preparation of all assignments, tests, and exams. 

 
Classroom Expectations 

• Cheating or copying others' work is expressly forbidden (see Student & Parent Handbook, page 13). 
• All students are expected to be on time for class, in their assigned seats, in compliance with the dress code (see Student 

and Parent Handbook, pages 27-29), ready to begin, when the bell rings. Students will be dismissed by rows at the end 
of the period. 

• Possession of cell phones and iPods beyond the school flagpole is prohibited.  Violations of this prohibition will result 
in cell phones and/or iPods being confiscated; confiscated cell phones and/or iPods must be picked up by a parent  at 
the front office (Student & Parent Handbook, page 29). 

• All bags will be stored at a designated place in the classroom. 
• Food and drink are not allowed in classrooms at Palma High School. 
• Respect for faculty and fellow students is expected at all times.  This includes listening when others are asking 

questions and refraining from disrupting or delaying the class in any way. Any such instances will be dealt with 
progressively, including parental contact. 

 
Extra  Help.  Mr. Corner is generally available for extra help in room E-2 before school and at 5th period.  
Students requiring assistance should drop in or see Mr. Corner to schedule a time to meet. 
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* *PARENTS**  
 

Communicating with Mr.  Corner.  Communication between the teacher and parent is necessary and 
important to the success of your son.  We have several different ways of keeping that line of 
communication open.  Please choose the method that is most appropriate to your need and easiest for you. 

 
• Check my web page if you have questions about homework assignments, due dates, test dates, 

etc.  I update this page daily. 
 
http ://www.palmahs.org/teachers/corner/index.htm 
 

• If you are generally wondering how your son is doing in class, ask him; ask to see his binder, ask 
to see his tests and essays, ask to see his assignments that he is working on at home and discuss 
the same with him.  Probably most importantly, ask to see his homework calendar regularly.  If it 
is blank, there is a problem. 
 

• If you have a specific question about your son’s progress, a specific assignment or due date, how 
I’m doing, etc.: 

o Email me: corner@palmahs.org 
o Call me: 831/422-6391 
o Send a note with your son 

 
• Parent conferences are twice a year (at the end of the first quarter and first semester). If you 

would like to meet regarding your son’s progress in school other than at the scheduled 
conferences, please contact me as above. 

 
• Confi rmation.  This handout is available for your reference at my school web page.  Please 

complete confirmation form this week to confirm that you have reviewed this course description. 
 
Thank you and best wishes for a successful year! 
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A Few Thoughts About Advanced Placement.   The A.P. exam is scheduled for Monday, May 4, 2009. 
United States Government and Politics (AP) is an accelerated course inasmuch as students will sit for 
their AP exam prior to the end of the spring semester. 
 
All rigorous academic study is time consuming and requires an extra effort that can at times be arduous, 
especially around “test time”.  This rigorous course of study may impinge on a student’s other activities 
and, at times, on family time.  However, there are a multitude of benefits to taking an A.P. Course, 
including:  
 

• Students gain an edge in college preparation, improve writing skills and sharpen problem-solving 
techniques, and develop the study habits necessary for tackling rigorous course work; 

 
• Students stand out in the college admissions process, demonstrate maturity and readiness for 

college, show a willingness to push themselves, and emphasize their commitment to academic 
excellence; 

 
• Students broaden their intellectual horizons, study subjects in greater depth and detail, and 

assume the responsibility of reasoning, analyzing, and understanding for themselves. 
 

• Finally, a student who excels in this environment and scores well on the A.P. exam this May can 
earn college credit. 

 
I assume that your son has enrolled in this class because he seeks the challenge and benefits of a college 
level course.  Please keep a few things in mind: 
 

• Your son will require time and a place to study. 
 

• Please review and respect the published school calendar with regards to school holidays and exam 
schedules.  Absences affect the progress of the entire class, not just your son.  College visits are 
an important, especially as students near the date that they need to inform their university of their 
intent to attend.  Please plan accordingly. 

 
• Make time to encourage your son, to discuss the content of the course, and to share your opinions 

with him.  Your insight and discussions can assist your son in creating a context for the topics he 
is studying. 

 
• U.S. Government and Politics (AP) is a freshman level college course.  It is what it is. 


