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Course De<ription: The study of European History since 1450 introduces students to cultural,
economic, political, and social developments that played a fundamental role in shaping the world in
which they live. This knowledge provides a context for understanding the development of contemporary
institutions, the role of continuity and change in present-day society and politics, and the evolution of
current forms of artistic expression and intellectual discourse.

The course is specifically designed to prepare students to successfully challenge the College Board
Advance Placement Test in European history. Special attention will be devoted to an understanding of
some of the principal themes in modern European history, an ability to analyze historical evidence and
historical interpretation, and an ability to express historical understanding through writing. Students
enrolled in this course are required to take the A.P. examination in European History on Friday, May 8,
2009.

For further information on the Advanced Placement program, students and parents should consult the
A.P. European History web site at:

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/sub_eurohist.html?eurohist

Text: The Wesern Heritage, since 1300, 9" edition: Kagan

This text is linked with an “companion” website that will be used in conjunction with this class.
http://www.prenhall.com/kagan/

Unitsof I nstruction
Unit 1: End of Feudalism and the Renaissance
Chapter 9: The Late Middle Ages: Social and Political Breakdown (1300-1453)
Chapter 10: Renaissance and Discovery
Unit 2: The Protestant Reformation and Religious Wars
Chapter 11: The Age of Reformation
Chapter 12: The Age of Religious Wars
Unit 3: The Commer cial Revolution
Chapter 15: Society and Economy Under the Old Regime in the 18" Century
Chapter 16: The Transatlantic Economy, Trade Wars, and Colonial Expansion
Unit 4: The Age of Absolutism
Chapter 13: European State Consolidation in the 17" and 18™ Centuries
Unit 5: The Scientific Revolution
Chapter 14: New Directions in Thought and Culture in the 16™ & 17™ Centuries
Unit 6: The Enlightenment
Chapter 17: The Age of Enlightenment: 18" Century Thought
Unit 7: Revolutionary France
Chapter 18: The French Revolution
Unit 8: Napoleonic France
Chapter 19: The Age of Napoleon and the Triumph of Romanticism
Unit 9: Restoration, Reaction, Reform & Romanticism
Chapter 20: The Conservative Order and the Challenges of Reform (1815-1832)
Unit 10: Industrialization & Social Unrest
Chapter 21: Economic Advance and Social Unrest (1830-1850)
Unit 11: Late 19c European Nationalism & Imperialism
Chapter 22: The Age of Nation-States
Chapter 23: The Building of European Supremacy: Society and Politics to World War [
Chapter 25: Imperialism, Alliances, and War
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Unit 12: World War |1: March tothe Abyss

Chapter 26: Political Experiments of the 1920s

Chapter 27: Europe and the Great Depression of the 1930s

Chapter 28: World War 11
Unit 13: The Cold War

Chapter 29: The Cold War Era and the Emergence of a New Europe
Unit 14: 19c European Culture, Thought & Society

Chapter 24: The Birth of Modern European Thought

Chapter 30: The West at the Dawn of the 21 Century

Student Outcomes For a comprehensive description of student outcomes, please see the student

outcomes link on the course web page.
1. Understand multiple perspectives that derive from different cultures.
a. Discover the ways that the same event can be looked at and interpreted differently by peoples in different
cultures.
2. Understand that people’s view of themselves has changed over the course of history.
a.  Apply key concepts such as time, chronology, causality, change, conflict, and complexity to explain, analyze,
and show connections among patterns of historical change.
b. Identify and describe significant historical periods and patterns within and across cultures.
c. Systematically employ processes of critical historical inquiry to reconstruct and reinterpret the past.
3. Examine the interactions of people, places and environments.
a. Describe and assess ways that historical events have been influenced by and have influenced geographic
factors.
4. Develop an understanding that personal identity is shaped by family, peers, school, community, and the world.
a. Examine the interactions of ethnic, national, or cultural influences in historical events.
b. Evaluate the extent that social structure influenced various historical time periods.
c. Analyze Individualism as a force for progress and its conflicts with the demands of society.
5. Examine the interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions.
a. Describe and examine beliefs systems within historical periods.
b. Examine the influence various individuals have had on European history.
6. Discover how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance.
a. Analyze the ways nations and groups respond to conflict.
b. Evaluate conditions, actions, and motivations that contribute to conflict and cooperation among nations.
c. Analyze the types of governments that have emerged, succeeded and/or failed during the period from 1500
until the present.
7. Analyze how people organize for the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services.
a. Compare how values and beliefs influence economic decisions across historical periods.
b. Analyze the impact of economic innovation on the standard of living and traditional way of life.
8. Explain the relationships among science, technology, and society.
a.  Analyze how science and technology have changed lives over historical periods.
9. Analyze global connections and interdependence.
a.  Analyze the effect of multinational organizations in European history.

Internet Acces. Students will require Internet access and access to a form of email. A significant
amount of information, materials, and assignments will be available through my school web page and the
companion website. If students do not have Internet access at home, it is available at the school library.
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Evaluation. This course adheres to Palma’s official grading criteria (Student & Parent Handbook, page
9). European History (AP) is an honors course and students enrolled in this course will be awarded extra
points in grade point average computations. Semester grades will be determined and credit awarded
based on the following.

B+ (87-89) C+ (77-79) D+ (67-69)
A (93-100) B (83-86) C (73-76) D (63-66)
A-(90-92) B- (80-82) C- (70-72) D- (60-62) F (below 60)

Grades Individual assignments are weighted as follows:

¥ Important Grades (70%). “Important” grades are summative in nature and designed to measure students’
accomplishment of expected course outcomes. They would include DBQs, FRQs, multiple choice tests,
projects, and/or presentations.

¥  Student Binder (30%). The student is required to maintain a binder containing all “small” assignments.
“Smaller” assignments are formative in nature, designed to assist students in meeting the expected
outcomes of the course. They would include bell work, class notes, homework assignments, quizzes, class
activities, and all returned assignments. The binder will be evaluated on an ongoing basis and collected at
least twice each quarter with credit being awarded based on completeness, organization, and neatness.

Semeder Grades The first quarter grade (40%) and the second quarter grade (40%) are combined with
the final exam (20%) to determine the semester grade. The final exam will be a cumulative exam of all
units covered during the semester. During the second semester, the final exam will be the last practice
exam prior to the AP examination. During the spring semester “final exams”, students will sit for a fourth
quarter “important grade”.

Online Grades I maintain an up-to-date school web page, which includes access to student grades. In
your confirmation of receipt of the course description, please provide me with a six to eight digit
password so that you may access your son’s grade online.

Review Materials. During the third quarter, students will be required to purchase a teacher selected
study guide for the AP exam.

Internet Acces. Students will require Internet access and access to a form of email. A significant
amount of information, materials, and assignments will be available through my school web page. If
students do not have Internet access at home, it is available at the school library.

Timeliness. Personal responsibility is important for success in life and must be practiced. Late
assignments will be reduced fifty percent (50%). Students missing class will be expected to turn in
assignments no later than the day following their return to class.

Absences Students should maintain a healthy lifestyle; wash their hands regularly, keep their hands
away from their eyes and mouth, and make every effort to not miss school. The classroom experience
cannot be replicated through homework assignments. That being said, students missing class should
check my web page or contact a friend for the day’s reading and homework assignment and make a

reasonable effort to complete the assignment prior to returning to class.
¥  TESTSmissed due to absence will be made up the day of return. TESTS NOT MADE UP WILL RECEIVE A ZERO.
They will not be “omitted”.
¥ Students missing school due to absence will submit ESSAY S via email on, or prior to, the day they are due.
¥  PROJECTS/PRESENTATIONS will be submitted/made up on the first day back to school.
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Student Expectaions. Mr. Corner has the following expectations for all students:

KK KKK

To be prepared for class by completing all reading and homework assignments on a daily basis.
To do assignments completely and turn them in when they are due.

To pay attention in class and take complete and accurate notes.

To study and fully prepare for all tests and exams.

To give an honest effort in the preparation of all assignments, tests, and exams.

Classroom Expectations

¥
¥

KK K

Cheating or copying others' work is expressly forbidden (see Student & Parent Handbook, page 13).

All students are expected to be on time for class, in their assigned seats, in compliance with the dress code (see Student
and Parent Handbook, pages 27-29), ready to begin, when the bell rings. Students will be dismissed by rows at the end
of the period.

Possession of cell phones and iPods beyond the school flagpole is prohibited. Violations of this prohibition will result
in cell phones and/or iPods being confiscated; confiscated cell phones and/or iPods must be picked up by a parent at
the front office (Student & Parent Handbook, page 29).

All bags will be stored at a designated place in the classroom.

Food and drink are not allowed in classrooms at Palma High School.

Respect for faculty and fellow students is expected at all times. This includes listening when others are asking
questions and refraining from disrupting or delaying the class in any way. Any such instances will be dealt with
progressively, including parental contact.

Extra Help. Mr. Corner is generally available for extra help in room E-2 before school and at 5" period.
Students requiring assistance should drop in or see Mr. Corner to schedule a time to meet.
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**PARENTS**

Communicating with Mr. Corner. Communication between the teacher and parent is necessary and
important to the success of your son. We have several different ways of keeping that line of
communication open. Please choose the method that is most appropriate to your need and easiest for you.

¥

Check my web page if you have questions about homework assignments, due dates, test dates,
etc. Iupdate this page daily.

http ://www.palmahs.org/teachers/cor ner/index.htm

If you are generally wondering how your son is doing in class, ask him; ask to see his binder, ask
to see his tests and essays, ask to see his assignments that he is working on at home and discuss
the same with him. Probably most importantly, ask to see his homework calendar regularly. If it
is blank, there is a problem.

If you have a specific question about your son’s progress, a specific assignment or due date, how
I’'m doing, etc.:

0 Email me: corner@palmahs.org

0 Call me: 831/422-6391

0 Send a note with your son

Parent conferences are twice a year (at the end of the first quarter and first semester). It is
difficult, and oftentimes not appropriate, to have an “unscheduled” conference at 7:55 or 2:53 in
front of the school. If you would like to meet regarding your son’s progress in school other than
at the scheduled conferences, please contact me as above.

Confirmation. This handout is available for your reference at my school web page. Please
complete confirmation form this week to confirm that you have reviewed this course description.

Thank you and best wishes for a successful year!
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A Few Thoughts About Advanced Placement. The A.P. exam is scheduled for Friday, May 8, 2009.
We will finish the textbook on or about Friday, March 27, 2009. We will begin to review, enjoy Easter
vacation, and then complete our review for the AP exam. Needless to say, European History (AP) is an
accelerated course.

All rigorous academic study is time consuming and requires an extra effort that can at times be arduous,
especially around “test time”. This rigorous course of study may impinge on a student’s other activities
and, at times, on family time. However, there are a multitude of benefits to taking an A.P. Course,
including:

¥

Students gain an edge in college preparation, improve writing skills and sharpen problem-solving
techniques, and develop the study habits necessary for tackling rigorous course work;

Students stand out in the college admissions process, demonstrate maturity and readiness for
college, show a willingness to push themselves, and emphasize their commitment to academic
excellence;

Students broaden their intellectual horizons, study subjects in greater depth and detail, and
assume the responsibility of reasoning, analyzing, and understanding for themselves.

Finally, a student who excels in this environment and scores well on the A.P. exam this May can
earn college credit.

I assume that your son has enrolled in this class because he seeks the challenge and benefits of a college
level course. Please keep a few things in mind:

¥

¥

Your son will requiretimeand a placeto study.

Please review and respect the published school calendar with regards to school holidays and exam
schedules. Absences affect the progress of the entire class, not just your son.

Make time to encourage your son, to discuss the content of the course, and to share your opinions
with him. Your insight and discussions can assist your son in creating a context for the topics he

is studying.

European History (AP) is a freshman level college course. It is what it is.



